Prostaglandins in neural crest-tumors.
Prostaglandin and catecholamine concentrations were estimated in tumour tissues taken from four phaeochromcytomas and five other neural-crest tumours. Prostaglandins were found to be present in tumours both associated and non-associated with chronic diarrhoea. Prostaglandin F, as well as catecholamine, concentrations were higher in phaeochromocytomas than in other tumours. The hypothesis has been made that while prostaglandins do not reach arterial circulation to give rise to pharmacological effects, such as chronic diarrhoea, prostaglandins F present in phaeochromocytomas may contribute to a higher catecholamine synthesis and/or release, resulting in a higher incidence of hypertension associated with these tumours.